Defective reticuloendothelial system C3b mediated clearance in rheumatoid arthritis and vasculitis.
C3b receptor mediated clearance by the reticuloendothelial system (RES) was tested in vivo using autologous C3b coated, technetium labelled erythrocytes in patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and rheumatoid vasculitis. Diminished C3b mediated erythrocyte clearance was found in all patients with rheumatoid vasculitis and some patients with active RA. Normal C3b mediated clearance was found in some patients with previous vasculitis, in remission when tested. These results are consistent with the hypothesis that acquired dysfunction of RES C3b receptors is implicated in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid vasculitis.